AP GOVERNMENT SYLLABUS

Goals

· develop an understanding and appreciation of fundamental concepts of government
· understand the foundations and institutions of the American system of government, including its founding and ongoing development 

· gain insights into the roles played by political parties, interest groups, and the media

· recognize and comprehend the politics of public policy

· maintain awareness and understanding of current issues and events  


Textbook: American Government, ninth edition, James Q. Wilson and John J. DiIulio, Jr.

We will usually cover one chapter per week.  Students are expected to prepare for class each week by reading and taking notes on the assigned chapter and independently researching the material to ensure a workable understanding of the topic in order to participate intelligently in discussion and class activities.  

First Semester:

· Week 1: Introduction: concepts (pgs 2 - 15)
· Weeks 2 & 3: The American Constitution (pgs 16 - 47)

· Weeks 4 & 5: Federalism (pgs 48 - 75)

· Week 6: American Political Culture (pgs 76 - 100)

· Week 7: Public Opinion (pgs 102 - 129)

· Week 8: Political Participation (pgs 130 - 149)

· Weeks 9 & 10: Political Parties (pgs 150 - 183)

· Weeks 11 & 12: Elections and Campaigns (pgs 184 - 221)

· Week 13: Interest Groups (pgs 222 - 249)

· Week 14: The Media (pgs 250 - 277)

Second Semester: 

· Weeks 1 & 2: Congress (pgs 280 - 327)
· Weeks 3 & 4: The Presidency (pgs 328 - 371)

· Week 5: The Bureaucracy (pgs 372 - 401)

· Week 6: The Judiciary (pgs 402 - 432)

· Week 7: The Policy-Making Process (pgs 434 - 457)

· Week 8: Economic Policy (pgs 458 - 477)

· Week 9: Social Welfare (pgs 478 - 495)

· Week 10: Civil Liberties (pgs 496 - 521)

· Week 11: Civil Rights (pgs 522 - 551)

· Week 12: Foreign and Military Policy (pgs 552 - 583)

· Week 13: Environmental Policy (pgs 584 - 600) 

· Week 14: The Nature of American Democracy (pgs 602 - 614)
Independent Reading: Triumvirate: The Story of the Unlikely Alliance that Saved the Constitution and United the Nation by Bruce Chadwick
Assignment will accompany the reading (specifics of assignment and due date TBA)
Recommended Reading:

The Words We Live By: Your Annotated Guide to the Constitution by Linda R. Monk

Cracking the AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam by Princeton Review
