TO:

7th and 8th Grade Students and Parents

FROM:
Mrs. Abrams

DATE:

November 30, 2011

RE:

Science Fair Application and Registration Process

Now that you have decided on a Science Fair project topic, it will be necessary to register your Science Fair project online at www.mercersec.org .To do this, you must apply for an account. To apply for an account, you must have a valid email address (you may use your email address if you have one, or you may use one that your parents provide). Once you apply for an account, you will receive an email from the mercersec.org webmaster within 24 hours giving you a login password and further instructions. You must write down and remember the password they assign to you and the email address from which you created the account. (You can change the password if you choose to, but PLEASE remember what you select as your new password!)  You will use this information every time you log on to the mercersec.org website to complete the various components of your science fair application and registration and other forms that will be necessary for you to fill in online. 

Once an account has been created, you will be ready to complete the registration of your project and add other important information such as the research plan and later the abstract. Students must know their home address (with zip code), school’s address, parent’s name, telephone number and some other very basic identifying information. The student must complete the ISEF forms (1 1A, 1B) at home.  You will need to hand in the printed forms in class on Monday, 12/12.  Directions for completing these forms online can be found on the reverse side of this memo.

Because you are part of the Junior Division, you will be required to complete a research plan and abstract online.  These are part of the ISEF forms 1, 1A, and 1B. To do this you must create a Word document that you can copy and paste into your application. You must save all your work onto a flash drive (memory stick). Remember to use the save as “all documents” feature if you have a later than 1997-2003 version of Microsoft Word. If you do not have Microsoft Word, you must use Open Office (can be downloaded from online) or another program to convert your document into a Word document.. You will save and print a copy of these completed ISEF forms for your teacher in January.

Remember to visit www.mercersec.org for more detailed information about the registration process for the Junior Division and be sure to refer to the Science Fair Checklist that was distributed to you earlier. Continue researching and summarizing the information in your log book. Be sure to cite all of your sources.

Help with Online Science Fair Registration

1. Log in to your account using the username and password you created.

2. Choose “Online Registration” towards the top of the page (next to “Home”)

3. Choose “Create New Application”

4. Click on “Student Information” on the left of the page.  

5. Fill in the information requested and click “Save” at the bottom.

6. After you save the form, you will be directed to the Project Info, Research Plan, Form 1, Form 1A, and Form 1B, and Abstract.  If you are not automatically redirected, you can click on your selection on the left of the page.  

7.  Fill in the information requested.  For all text responses (such as the hypothesis and research plan), copy and paste the information form your Word document.

8. To complete Form 1, you and your parents will need to review the ISEF Rules to determine which additional forms, if any, you need to fill out.  

9. Your sponsor is your parent or guardian.  

10. For project start date, estimate the date you started working on your project.  (We began working on the projects in class on September 28th.)  For approval date, use October 15th (3 days after you handed in your problem forms.)

11. To print the form, follow these directions:

a. Go to the Home Page and click on “2012 ISEF Forms” under the heading

 “Preparing for 2012 Fair”

b. Scroll down and click “All Intel ISEF Forms for 2012” under “RULES”

c. Save the blank form onto your computer and then close that window.

            d. Go back to the Home Page.  Select “Applications” under the “Online


 Registration” tab.  Reopen the application by clicking “edit”.

            e. Scroll down to the bottom of the page and click “Your ISEF Data” under

    “Application Data”.   Your application will open with your information

    included.  (If you get an error message box asking you to browse to locate the

   document, choose YES and go to where you saved the blank forms in step 11.c.)

f. Print your documents.

If you have any questions or problems, I will do my best to help you.  Mrs. Jacoppo is another excellent resource when it comes to technology issues!

